
STATEMENT 
Despite claiming to fight for lowering utility costs, Josh Riley is supported by organizations that 
advocated for the laws that increased utility rates, has accepted thousands from utility lobbyists, 
and owns more than $100,000 in stocks for the parent company of NYSEG – the company 
responsible for raising upstate New York utility rates. 

Verification 
Riley Has Lambasted NYSEG’s New Proposal To Increase Rates Again, Going So Far As 
To Formally Intervene To “Fight Back On Behalf Of The Hundreds Of Thousands Of 
Upstate New Yorkers He Represents, As The Utility Seeks Another Rate Hike” 

In July 2025, NYSEG Filed A New Proposal Which Could Lead To Increased Prices For 
Ratepayers. “On July 1, NYSEG filed its proposal for its ‘Powering New York’ plan with the 
Department of Public Services. The multi-billion-dollar billion-dollar plan focuses on rebuilding and 
expanding the state’s aging power grid. The plan will be in part subsidized by a possible ten percent 
increase on roughly thirty-five percent of your NYSEG bill that the company directly controls.” (Brian 
Melanson, “NYSEG’s ‘Powering New York’ Plan May Lead To Price Increases,” WBNG, 8/15/25) 

In August 2025, Riley Lambasted NYSEG Over The Proposed Price Increases. “New 
York’s 19th Congressional District Representative Josh Riley said this new price hike is unfair. ‘We’re 
talking families who are already struggling to get by, and now they have to make a tough choice,’ Riley 
said. ‘Do I keep the lights on? Do I keep food on the table? Imagine adding a massive NYSEG bill on 
top of that.’” (Brian Melanson, “NYSEG’s ‘Powering New York’ Plan May Lead To Price Increases,” WBNG, 8/15/25) 

In July 2025, Riley Announced That He Had “Formally Intervened As A Party,” To 
“Fight Back On Behalf Of The Hundreds Of Thousands Of Upstate New Yorkers He 
Represents, As The Utility Seeks Another Rate Hike.” “Congressman Josh Riley (NY-19) has 
formally intervened as a party in New York State Electric & Gas company’s rate cases (Nos. 25-E-
0375, 25-G-0378) to fight back on behalf of the hundreds of thousands of Upstate New Yorkers he 
represents, as the utility seeks another rate hike. Riley is demanding transparency, accountability, and 
relief for families already burdened by rising utility costs. ‘Enough is enough. Upstate New Yorkers 
shouldn’t have to choose between keeping the lights on and putting food on the table,’ said Riley. ‘I’m 
intervening to demand full transparency, real public engagement, and proof that every dollar NYSEG 
collects actually helps our communities—not corporate profits overseas.’” (Rep. Josh Riley, “Riley Intervenes On 
Behalf Of Ratepayers In NYSEG Rate Case,” Press Release, 7/23/25) 

NOTE: The Public Service Commission approved the previous rate increases in October 2023 for 
three years. 

Riley Harshly Criticized The Utility Industry And Announced He Was Introducing The 
Keep The Lights Local Act, Which Would “Ban Foreign Corporations From Owning 
Local Utility Companies” 

AUDIO: In September 2025, Riley Announced That He Was Introducing The Keep The 
Lights Local Act. “I’m going to introduce a bill, the Keep the Lights Local Act, and what that is 
going to do is it is going to ban foreign corporations from owning local utility companies. I’m sick and 
tired of the folks I represent being forced to pay a utility bill every month and then having tens of 
millions of dollars sent out of our community to foreign corporations.” ( “Rep. Josh Riley (NY-19),” Cayuga Media 
Group  9/15/25) Minute 7:07 
The Keep Lights Local Act Would Prevent Foreign Corporations From Owning Utility 
Companies Such As NYSEG, Which Is Owned Avangrid Whose Parent Company Is 
Located In Spain. “Congressman Josh Riley is proposing a bill in the House of Representatives that 
would keep lights local. The legislation would prevent foreign corporations from owning Upstate 
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utility companies, like NYSEG, which is owned by Avangrid, whose parent company is located in 
Spain.” (Brian Melanson, “Rep. Riley Proposes ‘Keep The Lights Local’ Bill,” WBNG, 9/18/25) 

CLIMATE LEADERSHIP AND COMMUNITY PROTECTION ACT 
The Climate Leadership And Community Protection Act (CLCPA), Introduced As Bill 
S6599, Was Signed By Governor Cuomo In July 2019. “In the final days of session, The 
Climate Leadership and Community Protection Act (S6599/A8429) passed the state senate. On July 
18, 2019, Governor Cuomo signed the CLCPA into law during a special announcement with former 
Vice President Al Gore, state lawmakers and environmental advocates, including American Farmland 
Trust.” (Samantha Levy, “Update: Groundbreaking Climate Legislation Signed Into Law By Governor Cuomo,” American Farmland Trust, 7/18/19)  

Bill S6599 “Put The State On A Path To Reduce Statewide Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
By Eighty-Five Percent By Two Thou-Sand Fifty And Net Zero Emissions In All Sectors 
Of The Economy.” “PURPOSE OF THE BILL: To establish the New York State Climate Leadership 
and Community Protection Act to adopt measures to put the state on a path to reduce statewide 
greenhouse gas emissions by eighty-five percent by two thou-sand fifty and net zero emissions in all 
sectors of the economy.” (Senate Bill S6599, The New York State Senate, Introduced 6/18/19) 

19 Of The Cosponsors Of Senate Bill S6599 Were Members Of The Working Families 
Party. (Senate Bill S6599, The New York State Senate, Introduced 6/18/19) 

An August 2023 Report Found That The Cost Of The CLCPA “Will Cost New Yorkers Far 
More Than Advertised.” “Simply put, the vast majority of spending lies ahead of us over the next 
several decades, so the report indirectly suggests that CLCPA policies will cost New Yorkers far more 
than advertised. That appears to be the case even if other elements of CLCPA do not face 100 percent 
cost overruns, as has development of the Port of Albany’s wind tubine [sic] production facility. 
Unfortunately, it is the nature of huge government projects to come in vastly overbudget, and CLCPA 
projects are unlikely to be an exception to the rule.” (James E. Hanley, “First Annual CLCPA Report Indicates High Costs, Low 
Benefits,” Empire Center, 8/25/23)  
An August 2023 Report Found That New Yorker’s Were Already Seeing An Increase In 
The Cost Of Their Electric Bills Thanks To The CLCPA. “The report reveals that these costs 
are already showing up on ratepayers’ electric bills. The report directly attributes the CLCPA with 
increasing residential customers bills between 3.7 percent and 9.8 percent. For some households this 
works out to increases of over $110 per year already, and this is just the beginning of CLCPA-related 
utility cost increases.” (James E. Hanley, “First Annual CLCPA Report Indicates High Costs, Low Benefits,” Empire Center, 8/25/23) 

NYSEG Announced The “Powering NY” Plan, Which Will Increase Utility Rates For 
Customers, To Achieve The Climate Goals Set By The CLCPA  

In July 2025, NYSEG Announced The “Powering NY” Plan That Will Be Funded By 
Increasing Rates For Electric And Gas Customers. “Binghamton residents may soon face 
higher utility bills under a new plan proposed by New York State Electric and Gas. Released in July, 
the ‘Powering NY’ plan would subsidize efforts to improve New York’s aging electric grid by increasing 
rates for electric and gas customers.” (Ashley Carranza, “NYSEG Plan To Overhaul Electric Grid Could Bring Price Hikes,” Pipe Dream, 
8/26/25) 
The Plan Aimed To “Achieve Statewide Climate Goals Set By” The CLCPA. “The plan aims 
to increase reliability, expand system capacity and modernize the grid to achieve statewide climate 
goals set by the Climate Leadership and Community Protection Act. Signed in 2019, the law aims to 
reduce the state’s carbon emissions and build more efficient and climate-friendly infrastructure. 
NYSEG’s plan will likely be reviewed by the New York State Department of Public Service and other 
third parties.” (Ashley Carranza, “NYSEG Plan To Overhaul Electric Grid Could Bring Price Hikes,” Pipe Dream, 8/26/25)  

An Environmental Policy Expert And Adjunct Fellow Of A Think Tank Said That There 
Is A Connection Between The CLCPA And NYSEG’s Rate Increase Plan 
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In A July 2025 Op-Ed, Roger Caiazza Said That “There Is A Connection” Between The 
CLCPA “Recently Announced New York State Electric And Gas Rate Case Increase 
Plan.” “There is a connection between the Climate Leadership and Community Protection Act and 
the recently announced New York State Electric and Gas rate case increase plan. I don’t think we can 
afford to implement the CLCPA. The NYSEG rate case includes a proposed increase in annual electric 
revenues of approximately $464.4 million… This would result in a typical residential bill increase of 
$33.12 per month (a 23.7 percent increase to the total bill) for a customer using 600 kWh per month. 
The requested revenue increases due to CLCPA policy programs are 26 percent of the monthly 
increase, or $8.52. This is just a portion of the electricity cost increases caused by the Climate Act. The 
NYSEG rate increase covers delivery costs, but ratepayers also must pay for supply costs.” (Roger Caiazza, 
“Climate Act Costs Are Unsustainable,” AllOtsego, 7/17/25)   
Roger Caiazza Is An Adjunct Fellow At The Empire Center And Previously Served As 
Director Of The Environmental Energy Alliance Of New York. “Roger Caiazza: Adjunct 
Fellow; Roger Caiazza has an extensive private industry background in environmental regulatory 
analysis and compliance. He served as director of the Environmental Energy Alliance of New York, 
LLC, and previously as an environmental manager at NRG Energy, with responsibilities including air 
quality monitoring and regulatory analysis. Prior to that, he was an environmental analyst for Niagara 
Mohawk Power Corp. He also has authored and co-authored numerous professional papers. A native 
of Oneonta, Caiazza has bachelor’s and master’s degrees in meteorology. He blogs at Pragmatic 
Environmentalist, https://pragmaticenvironmentalistofnewyork.blog/.” (Roger Caiazza, Empire Center, Accessed 
9/19/25) 

Riley’s Allies Who Supported The CLCPA 
In July 2024, Riley Was Endorsed By The Sierra Club. “As a dad to two young sons, I worry 
about the world we’re leaving his generation. I’m honored to have @SierraClub’s endorsement, and I 
look forward to working closely with them to safeguard our environment and the natural treasures 
that make #NY19 great.” (@JoshRileyUE, Twitter, 7/10/24)  

 
(@JoshRileyUE, Twitter, 7/10/24) 

In July 2019, The Sierra Club Commended The New York Legislature For Passing The 
CLCPA. “Last night, the New York State Senate passed the strongest climate legislation in the nation 
as part of a three-way agreement with the Assembly and Governor Andrew Cuomo. The Climate 
Leadership and Community Protection Act’s road to passage was the culmination of a multi-year 
effort, deeply rooted in climate justice, and widely supported and led by frontline community groups, 
environmental justice organizations, labor, environmental organizations including the Sierra Club 
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and everyday New Yorkers who made their voices heard. Assemblyman Steve Englebright, Senator 
Todd Kaminsky, and Governor Cuomo showed tremendous leadership by coming together at the end 
of session to work toward an agreement that millions of their constituents demanded. This bold, 
historic legislation represents a framework by which New York can lead the nation and the world in 
addressing the climate crisis while building a clean energy economy that works for all New Yorkers.” 
(Roger Downs & Alex Amend, “Sierra Club Commends New York’s Historic, Nation Leading Climate Legislation,” Sierra Club, 6/18/19)  
In October 2022, The LCV Endorsed Josh Riley. “Thank you, @LCVoters! I am honored to 
have your support.” (@JoshRileyUE, Twitter, 10/17/22)  

 
(@JoshRileyUE, Twitter, 10/17/22) 

In May 2020, The New York Chapter Of The LCV Said The CLCPA Was “More Important 
Than Ever.” “The CLCPA is more important than ever as we enter a post-#COVID19 world. 
@NewYorkISO's carbon pricing plan will align our environmental & public health interests while 
reviving the NY economy. #CarbonFreeNY” (@NYLCV, Twitter, 5/27/20)  

 
(@NYLCV, Twitter, 5/27/20) 

In November 2024, Riley Ran On The WFP Line. “Members of New York’s Working Families 
Party and the United Auto Workers union rallied in Ithaca on Sunday, making final pleas to voters 
just days before the election. Democrats are also listed down the ballot on the Working Families Party 
line in the city of Ithaca. That includes incumbent state Assemblymember Anna Kelles, state Senator 
Lea Webb, and Democratic congressional candidate Josh Riley, who were all present at the event. 
Riley is running against Republican Congressman Marc Molinaro for New York’s 19th Congressional 
District. Riley told attendees that even though New York isn’t considered a swing state, the outcome 
of his race will have a significant impact on national politics. ‘Our district, this race right here, is going 
to decide who controls the House of Representatives. We get to decide it together. We get to work on 
it together,’ he said.” (Aurora Berry, “Working Families Party, UAW union members rally for Democrats in Ithaca,” WSKG, 11/5/24)  

In April 2023, The NY WFP Criticized Kathy Hochul For Trying To Roll Back Elements 
Of The CLCPA. “New Yorkers organized to pass landmark climate protections, but instead of 
building on that victory, Governor Hochul and the fossil fuel lobby are actively working to roll back 
the climate law. We can't let this happen. https://nysfocus.com/2023/04/04/hochul-climate-
grenade-methane-accounting-clcpa/.” (@NYWFP, Twitter, 4/4/23)  
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(@NYWFP, Twitter, 4/4/23) 

NYSEG LOBBYISTS 
VIDEO: In A September 2025 Anti-Monopoly Summit, Riley Criticized The Utility 
Industry For How Dominated It Is By Lobbyists. “Well, I think this is the crux of the issue. You 
know, you have this system that has been built over time and it’s dominated by lobbyists, and 
regulators, and requires a massive amount of technical expertise and technical knowledge and all of 
these rates are being set over in that world.” (“DAY 1: The 2025 Anti-Monopoly Summit,” Economic Liberties, 9/15/25) Minute 
3:30:43 

Despite His Rhetoric, Riley Has Collected Thousands From Employees Of Lobbying 
Firms Representing Avangrid, Including $1,500 From A Lobbyist Representing NYSEG 
Directly 

Since 2023, Avangrid Has Paid Ogilvy Government Relations $500,000 To Lobby On Its 
Behalf. (Registrations And Quarterly Activity, United States Senate Lobbying Disclosures, Accessed 8/22/25) 

 

 

 
(Registrations And Quarterly Activity, United States Senate Lobbying Disclosures, Accessed 8/22/25) 

NYSEG Is A Subsidiary Of Avangrid. “New York State Electric & Gas Corporation (NYSEG), an 
Avangrid company, serves more than 1.1 million customers across upstate New York.” (Our Story, NYSEG, 
Accessed 8/22/25)  
Avangrid Is A Subsidiary Of Iberdrola. “Iberdrola has today signed an agreement to acquire the 
18.4% minority stake in its US subsidiary Avangrid, which it previously did not own.” (“Iberdrola And 
Avangrid Reach An Agreement To Acquire 100% Of The American Company,” Press Release, 5/17/24) 

On October 27, 2023, Stanton Bullock Of Ogilvy Government Relations Contributed 
$500 To Riley’s Campaign. (Itemized Receipts, Federal Election Commission, 10/27/23)  
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(Itemized Receipts, Federal Election Commission, 10/27/23) 

On September 6, 2024, Bullock Contributed $1,000 To Riley’s Campaign. (Itemized Receipts, 
Federal Election Commission, 9/6/24)  

 
(Itemized Receipts, Federal Election Commission, 9/6/24) 

NOTE: Tony Bullock also goes by Stanton Bullock. 

At The Time Of Both Contributions, Bullock Was An Active Lobbyist For Avangrid. (Q4 
2023 Lobbying Report, Avangrid, Filed 1/21/24; Q3 2024 Lobbying Report, Avangrid, Filed 10/19/24) 

 

 
(Q4 2023 Lobbying Report, Avangrid, Filed 1/21/24) 

 

 
(Q3 2024 Lobbying Report, Avangrid, Filed 10/19/24) 
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Since 2023, Avangrid Has Paid Cornerstone Government Affairs $480,000 To Lobby 
On Its Behalf. (Registrations And Quarterly Activity, United States Senate Lobbying Disclosures, Accessed 8/22/25) 

 

 

 

 
(Registrations And Quarterly Activity, United States Senate Lobbying Disclosures, Accessed 8/22/25) 

Michael Smith, An Employee In Government Relations At Cornerstone Government 
Affairs, Donated $500 To Riley’s Campaign. (Receipts, Federal Election Commission, Accessed 8/22/25)  

 
(Receipts, Federal Election Commission, Accessed 8/22/25) 

Since 2025, Avangrid Has Paid Blank Rome Government Affairs $40,000 To Lobby On 
Its Behalf. (Registrations And Quarterly Activity, United States Senate lobbying Disclosures, Accessed 8/22/25) 

 
(Registrations And Quarterly Activity, United States Senate lobbying Disclosures, Accessed 8/22/25) 

Robert Stein, An Employee Of Blank Rome, Donated $250 To Riley’s Campaign. (Receipts, 
Federal Election Commission, Accessed 8/22/25)  

 
(Receipts, Federal Election Commission, Accessed 8/22/25) 

Blank Rome Government Relations Is A “Wholly-Owned Subsidiary Of Blank Rome 
LLP.” “Blank Rome Government Relations LLC is a full-service, bipartisan government affairs firm 
comprised of top lobbying and strategic advocacy professionals with first-hand knowledge of the 
legislative and administrative process… We are a wholly-owned subsidiary of Blank Rome LLP.” 
(Overview, Blanke Rome, Accessed 8/22/25) 

Riley Holds Between $100,001 And $250,000 Worth Of A Mutual Fund That Contains 
Stock In NYSEG’s Parent Company 

As Of August 2025, Riley Holds Between $100,001 And $250,000 In The Fidelity 
International Index Fund. (Financial Disclosure Report, Clerk Of The House Of Representatives, Filed 8/13/25) 

 
(Financial Disclosure Report, Clerk Of The House Of Representatives, Filed 8/13/25) 

The Fidelity International Index Fund Contains Over $540,000,000 Worth Of 
Iberdrola Stock. (Monthly Holdings Report, Fidelity, Accessed 7/13/26) 
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https://www.fec.gov/data/receipts/?data_type=processed&committee_id=C00793760&contributor_employer=blank+rome
https://www.blankrome.com/services-and-industries/government-relations-political-law/blank-rome-government-relations-llc
https://disclosures-clerk.house.gov/public_disc/financial-pdfs/2024/10068019.pdf
https://disclosures-clerk.house.gov/public_disc/financial-pdfs/2024/10068019.pdf
https://institutional.fidelity.com/app/funds-and-products/2363/fidelity-international-index-fund-fspsx.html


 

(Monthly Holdings Report, Fidelity, Accessed 7/13/26) 

NYSEG Is A Subsidiary Of Avangrid. “New York State Electric & Gas Corporation (NYSEG), an 
Avangrid company, serves more than 1.1 million customers across upstate New York.” (Our Story, NYSEG, 
Accessed 8/22/25)  
Avangrid Is A Subsidiary Of Iberdrola. “Iberdrola has today signed an agreement to acquire the 
18.4% minority stake in its US subsidiary Avangrid, which it previously did not own.” (“Iberdrola And 
Avangrid Reach An Agreement To Acquire 100% Of The American Company,” Press Release, 5/17/24) 
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https://www.iberdrola.com/press-room/news/detail/iberdrola-and-avangrid-reach-an-agreement-to-acquire-100-per-cent-of-the-american-company

