
STATEMENT 
Josh Riley has accepted tens of thousands of dollars from groups that want to defund the police and 
supported a bill that allowed felons to hide their convictions from the public, including someone who 
killed a teenager and two people who possessed enough fentanyl to kill 500,000 people, that a local 
District Attorney said, “rewards criminals and punishes law-abiding citizens”. 

Verification 
Riley Received $21,500 From Planned Parenthood Action Fund, Voters Of Tomorrow, 
Reproductive Freedom For All, And Indivisible Who All Have Called For Defunding The 
Police. (Receipts, Federal Election Commission, Accessed 6/24/25; @PPact, Twitter, 7/10/20; Itemized Receipts, Federal Election Commission, 
3/28/25; @VotersTomorrow, Twitter, 1/29/23; Receipts, Federal Election Commission, Accessed 6/24/25; @Reproforall, Twitter, 5/8/25; Itemized 
Receipts, Federal Election Commission, 8/9/22; @IndivisibleTeam, Twitter, 9/2/20) 

Planned Parenthood Action Fund 
Since 2022, Riley Has Received $12,500 In Contributions From Planned Parenthood 
Action Fund And Its Affiliated Organization. (Receipts, Federal Election Commission, Accessed 6/24/25)  

Date Source Name Amount 

11/4/24 Planned Parenthood Action Fund Inc PAC, DBA Planned Parenthood Federal PAC $2,500 

9/20/24 Planned Parenthood Action Fund Inc PAC, DBA Planned Parenthood Federal PAC $2,500 

6/24/24 Planned Parenthood Action Fund Inc PAC, DBA Planned Parenthood Federal PAC $2,500 

10/25/22 Planned Parenthood Action Fund Inc PAC, DBA Planned Parenthood Federal PAC $2,500 

9/29/22 Planned Parenthood Action Fund Inc $2,500 

(Receipts, Federal Election Commission, Accessed 6/24/25) 
In February 2024, Riley Touted His Endorsement From Planned Parenthood Action 
Fund. “Politicians should stay the hell out of the OBGYN’s office. I’m honored to have @PPact’s 
support, and I’ll never stop fighting to protect a woman’s right to choose.” (@JoshRileyUE, Twitter, 2/17/24) 

 
(@JoshRileyUE, Twitter, 2/17/24) 

In July 2020, Planned Parenthood Action Fund Tweeted That They Stood With The 
Movement For Black Lives’ Call To Defund The Police. “We stand with @Mvmnt4BlkLives' 
call to defund the police. That means politicians must shift their priorities from investing in forces 
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that brutalize Black people — toward infrastructure that strengthens and protects Black communities. 
https://ppact.io/2W6QMpB #DefundThePolice” (@PPact, Twitter, 7/10/20)  

 
(@PPact, Twitter, 7/10/20) 

Voters Of Tomorrow 
In March 2025, Riley Received A $1,000 Contribution From The Voters Of Tomorrow 
PAC. (Federal Election Commission, 3/28/25) 

 
(Federal Election Commission, 3/28/25) 

In 2024, Riley Was Endorsed By The Voters Of Tomorrow. (Endorsements, Voters Of Tomorrow, Accessed 
4/22/25) 

 
(Endorsements, Voters Of Tomorrow, Accessed 4/22/25) 

The Voters Of Tomorrow Has Called For Ending Cash Bail. “The group also advocates for the 
end of cash bail, which would abolish the requirement that suspects charged with crimes post bail in 
order to leave jail while they await court proceedings. ‘If the ‘justice’ system has policies or laws in 
place that have a monetary value tied to them, then those policies only apply to low-income people. 
No one should have to remain in prison for the duration of their case just because they do not have 
the financial means to pay their bail. Cash bail only applies to low-income people and we need equal 
justice,’ the group states.” (Emma Colton, “Vulnerable Dems Signed Pledge From Gen Z Group That Pushes No-Cash Bail, Decriminalizing 
Prostitution,” Fox News, 4/20/24)  
The Voters Of Tomorrow Called For A “Reallocation” Of Resources From Police 
Budgets. “In order for the police to truly provide protections for the people, we are calling for an end 
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to qualified immunity and a reallocation of resources to community-based organizations that are 
better equipped to respond to nonviolent situations than police.” (@VotersTomorrow, Twitter, 1/29/23)  

 
(@VotersTomorrow, Twitter, 1/29/23) 

The Voters Of Tomorrow Called For Decreasing The Amount Of Money “Militarized 
Policing” Receives. “Time and time again in America, we’ve seen law enforcement officers abuse 
their powers. With hundreds of citizen deaths by police per year, disproportionately targeting people 
of color, it’s time we see systematic change to the way we police. George Floyd’s murder last year was 
a tipping point in America for a fight for true systemic change, and since then little change has 
occurred. Countless amounts of people of color are still discriminated against by the police, and 
officers are still held with a lack of accountability. What we as citizens want is a system that fights for 
us, with more money allocated to community resources and social services that better respond to 
crime and prevent crime, and less money toward militarized policing that causes fear among 
communities. We also need far more extensive training for officers so we can put and end to bias, 
discrimination, and racism in policing, lessening the impact of systemic racism in our society. (It Is Time 
To Reform Policing, Action Network, Accessed 4/22/25)  

Reproductive Freedom For All 
Since 2022, Riley Has Received $7,000 In Contributions From Reproductive Freedom 
For All PAC And Their Predecessor, NARAL Pro-Choice America PAC. (Receipts, Federal Election 
Commission, Accessed 6/24/25)  

Date Source Name Amount 

10/31/24 Reproductive Freedom For All PAC $1,000 

9/27/24 Reproductive Freedom For All PAC $1,000 

5/17/24 Reproductive Freedom For All PAC $2,500 

9/12/22 NARAL Pro-Choice America PAC $2,500 

(Receipts, Federal Election Commission, Accessed 6/24/25) 

In May 2025, Riley Was Endorsed By Reproductive Freedom For All. “Josh Riley is a 
reproductive freedom champion with a long history as both a lawyer and a member of Congress. We 
are excited to endorse @JoshRileyUE for his next term.” (@Reproforall, Twitter, 5/8/25)  

https://x.com/VotersTomorrow/status/1619876312272994304
https://x.com/VotersTomorrow/status/1619876312272994304
https://actionnetwork.org/petitions/it-is-time-to-reform-policing
https://www.fec.gov/data/receipts/?data_type=processed&committee_id=C00793760&contributor_name=C00079541
https://www.fec.gov/data/receipts/?data_type=processed&committee_id=C00793760&contributor_name=C00079541
https://www.fec.gov/data/receipts/?data_type=processed&committee_id=C00793760&contributor_name=C00079541
https://x.com/reproforall/status/1920533009805008998


 
(@Reproforall, Twitter, 5/8/25) 

On April 20, 2021, Reproductive Freedom For All Said That It Was “Past Time To 
Defund The Police.” “It’s past time to defund the police. After multiple failed attempts to change 
the culture of policing, it’s clear that police have not succeeded in reckoning with the generations of 
systemic racism, oppression, and state violence it has engaged in. We must continue to do better.” 
(@Reproforall, Twitter, 4/20/21)  

 
(@Reproforall, Twitter, 4/20/21) 

On April 17, 2021, Reproductive Freedom For All Said That “Reproductive Freedom 
Won’t Be Possible” Until “We Defund The Police,” Among Other Demands. “We have to 
meet this moment by dismantling the systems of oppression that are still so entrenched in society. We 
have to defund the police. We have to achieve racial justice. We have to end the Black maternal 
mortality crisis. Reproductive freedom won't be possible until we do.” (@Reproforall, Twitter, 4/17/21)  

 
(@Reproforall, Twitter, 4/17/21) 
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Indivisible 
In August 2022, Riley Received A $1,000 Contribution From Indivisible Action. (Itemized 
Receipts, Federal Election Commission, 8/9/22) 

 
(Itemized Receipts, Federal Election Commission, 8/9/22) 

 
(Itemized Receipts, Federal Election Commission, 8/9/22) 

In 2022, Indivisible Onondaga County Hosted Riley’s Campaign For A Forum. (Indivisible 
Onondaga County, Twitter, 2/5/22) 

 

(Indivisible Onondaga County, Twitter, 2/5/22) 

In September 2020, Indivisible Called For Defunding The Police. “Our hearts are with 
Daniel Prude's family. The officers involved must be held accountable. And we must defund the police 
and invest in communities. https://indivisible.org/defund-police-and-invest-black-communities” 
(@IndivisibleTeam, Twitter, 9/2/20) 

 
(@IndivisibleTeam, Twitter, 9/2/20) 

In August 2020, Indivisible Urged Their Followers To Reach Out To Their Local City 
Council And “Demand They Defund The Police.” “Fill out this form to be connected with your 
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local city council and demand they defund the police and invest in Black communities. 
https://indivisible.org/defund-police-and-invest-black-communities” (@IndivisibleTeam, Twitter, 8/28/20)  

Riley Supported A Law Allowed Most Felons To Hide Their Convictions From The 
Public Eight Years After The Completion Of Their Sentence 

In 2022, Riley’s Campaign Website Said He Supported The “Clean Slate Act,” Which 
Was Then Pending In Albany. “Riley's website does not mention George Floyd or Black Lives 
Matter. However, it says the criminal justice system ‘has failed Black communities through mass 
incarceration and over-criminalization’ and lists measures Riley would take if elected, including 
supporting the Clean Slate Act, which would seal the arrest records of those convicted of marijuana 
crimes or simple possession of other controlled substances.” (Roger Hannigan Gilson, “From Climate To Economics To 
'The 19th' Itself, Riley, Molinaro Dish It Out,” Times-Union, 10/31/22) 

NOTE: Riley’s website no longer highlights his support for the Clean Slate Act. 

AUDIO: In An August 2022 Interview, Riley Said That He Supported The Clean Slate Act 
To Help People “Get Their Record Sealed So That They Could Get Back On Their Feet, 
Find A Job, Find Housing.” RILEY: “One thing that I do support is the Clean Slate Act, which 
would, for folks who have served their time, for a crime, particularly certain crimes that are eligible, at 
least, once they've served their time and pay their dues to society. It would allow them to get their 
record sealed so that they could get back on their feet, find a job, find housing. The data show that 
that reduces recidivism. It's good for people who are trying to get back into productive life. It helps 
taxpayers who don't have to pay for the issues with the criminal justice system. So there's a lot of 
things we need to do around criminal justice system, both to keep our community safe and also make 
sure we're addressing a lot of the inequalities we've seen over the years.” (Vaughn Golden, “NY-19 Primary: Josh 
Riley Touts Policy Experience, Southern Tier Roots,” WSKG, 8/10/22)  

In November 2023, Governor Kathy Hochul Signed The Clean Slate Act, Which Allows 
People Convicted Of Most Felonies To Have Their Records Sealed After Eight Years. “As 
criminal justice advocates celebrate Thursday's signing of the Clean Slate Act to seal New Yorkers' 
past criminal records, Republican lawmakers and some prosecutors are raising concerns about its 
potential consequences. Gov. Kathy Hochul signed the Clean Slate Act into law Thursday morning at 
the Brooklyn Museum. The long-debated legislation will automatically seal a person's criminal 
records three years after the end of the prison sentence for a misdemeanor, and eight years for most 
felony records.” (Kate Lisa, “Clean Slate Signing Draws Praise, Public Safety Concerns,” Spectrum Local News, 11/16/23) 

• The Clean Slate Act Does Not Apply To Convictions For Sex Crimes, Murder, Or 
Other Violent Class A Felonies. “The clock starts after person is off probation or parole, and 
does not apply to people convicted of sex crimes, murder or other violent class A felonies.” (Kate Lisa, 
“Clean Slate Signing Draws Praise, Public Safety Concerns,” Spectrum Local News, 11/16/23) 

• The Clean Slate Act Does Apply To Drug Related Class A Felonies. “Convictions under 
New York state law are eligible for sealing, EXCEPT: Sex crimes (NY Penal Code 130) Sexually 
violent offenses (Corrections Law Section 168-a(3)), or Class A felonies (except drug-related 
convictions- NY Penal Code 220) Notes: The law applies only to criminal convictions under New 
York state law. The law does not apply to federal crimes or convictions in other states. Drug-
related convictions will be sealed, even if they are categorized as class A felonies (NY Penal Code 
220). If an individual has both an eligible conviction and an ineligible conviction, the eligible 
conviction may still be sealed.” (New York State Clean Slate Act, Legal Assistance Of Western New York Inc., 12/13/23)   

Those Who Have A Pending Conviction Or Charge After The Completion Of The Eight 
Year Waiting Period Would Not Be Able To Seal Their Record. “Records will not be sealed 
until certain conditions are met. For misdemeanors, a person will need to stay out of legal trouble for 
three years after they are released from custody. For felonies, it will take eight years after conviction 
or release from prison, and a person’s record will not be sealed if they have a pending conviction or 
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charge after completion of the waiting period, or if they’re still on probation or parole.” (“Clean Slate Act 
Myths and Facts,” New York State Assembly, Accessed 7/21/25)  
Republicans Opposed The Clean Slate Act, Noting That It Would Allow People 
Convicted Of Crimes Like Assault, Burglary, And Strangulation – Which Are Not Class 
A Felonies – To Have Their Records Sealed. “But some elected officials say they're concerned 
about Clean Slate's impact on public safety. The bill's sharpest critics take issue with the bill sealing 
records for violent crimes like manslaughter, assault, burglary, strangulation and others that are not 
Class A felonies. Republican lawmakers swiftly blasted Hochul for signing the law, saying it will 
impact New York's public safety. ‘Everyone in my conference and myself believe there should be 
second chances in life, but we also believe in common sense in the criminal justice system, and not by 
sealing people's criminal records,’ Assembly Minority Leader Will Barclay said Thursday. ‘...If people 
want to hire convicted felons, there's nothing stopping them from hiring convicted felons. The 
concern is this, seals all criminal records so you can't tell what their background is.’” (Kate Lisa, “Clean Slate 
Signing Draws Praise, Public Safety Concerns,” Spectrum Local News, 11/16/23) 

Delaware County District Attorney Said That The Clean Slate Act “Rewards Criminals 
And Punishes Law-Abiding Citizens.” “Delaware County District Attorney Shawn Smith argued 
that the Clean Slate Act rewards repeat offenders while undermining law-abiding citizens, writing to 
the Caller, ‘The Clean Slate Act is yet another law that rewards criminals and punishes law-abiding 
citizens. The law orders certain career criminals to be treated the same as those individuals that have 
spent their life doing the right thing and never breaking a law.’” (Ashley Brasfield, “Exclusive: NY Democrat Backed 
Expunging Records Of Violent Felons — Now His District Living With Fallout,” Daily Caller, 5/21/26) 
NOTE: While Republicans mention manslaughter as a conviction that can be sealed, the final 
version of the bill excluded manslaughter as a sealable offense. 

NOTE: A full list of crimes not eligible to be sealed under the Clean Slate Act can be found here.  

CRIMINALS ELIGIBLE FOR RECORD SEALING UNDER CLEAN SLATE ACT 

A Harpursville Man Who Killed A Thirteen-Year-Old Boy By Hitting Him With A Pickup 
Truck And Fled The Scene Pled Guilty To Two Class E Felonies 

In January 2023, Bradley Law Hit 13-Year-Old Brennan Loveless With A Pickup Truck, 
Fled The Scene, Then Later Tried To Cover up The Damage To The Truck. “In a minor 
victory for the family of 13 year-old Brennan Loveless, his killer received twice as much prison time as 
expected today for defying judge’s orders. 35 year-old Bradley Law of Harpursville was sentenced in 
Broome County Court Tuesday. Loveless was hit by a pickup truck driven by Law shortly after 5:30pm 
on January 1, 2023 while the boy was riding his bike on the shoulder of Route 7 near his home on 
Belden Manor Road in Sanitaria Springs. Law fled the scene while Loveless, who was thrown 180 feet 
down the shoulder, laid on the ground suffering from serious injuries. Law then staged a bogus 
accident with a deer the following day in an effort to cover up the damage to the truck.” (Jim Ehmke, “Child 
killer Bradley Law sentenced,” Binghamton Homepage, 12/5/23)  

 
(Jim Ehmke, “Child killer Bradley Law sentenced,” Binghamton Homepage, 12/5/23) 
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Law Was Initially Charged With Criminally Negligent Homicide… “Law was initially 
charged with criminally negligent homicide but a grand jury did not indict him on that charge.” (Jim 
Ehmke, “Child killer Bradley Law sentenced,” Binghamton Homepage, 12/5/23) 

• According To Criminal Attorney Jason Bassett, A Criminally Negligent Homicide 
Conviction Is Excluded As A Sealable Offense. (Sealing Criminal Convictions, Law Offices Of Jason Bassett, 
5/26/25)  

He Later Pled Guilty To Criminal Possession Of A Firearm And Attempted Leaving The 
Scene Of A Fatal Motor Vehicle Accident. “Law was initially charged with criminally negligent 
homicide but a grand jury did not indict him on that charge. Instead, he agreed to plead guilty to 
criminal possession of a firearm and attempted leaving the scene of a fatal motor vehicle accident.” 
(Jim Ehmke, “Child killer Bradley Law sentenced,” Binghamton Homepage, 12/5/23) 

The Two Charges Law Pled Guilty To Are Classified As Class E Felonies. (Incarcerated Lookup, New 
York Department Of Corrections And Community Supervision, Accessed 7/21/25) 

 
(Incarcerated Lookup, New York Department Of Corrections And Community Supervision, Accessed 7/21/25) 

According To The Law Office Of Jason Bassett, Criminal Possession Of A Firearm And 
Attempted Leaving The Scene Of An Accident Are Not On The List Of Crimes To Be 
Excluded For Sealing Under The Clean Slate Act. (Sealing Criminal Convictions, Law Offices Of Jason Bassett, 
5/26/25) 
Two People Were Convicted Of Various Criminal Possession Of Controlled Substance 
Felony Charges After Police Busted Them For Possessing Heroin, Meth, And Enough 
Fentanyl To Kill 500,000 People 

In December 2018, Johnnah DeGraw And Marlon Graham Were Arrested For 
Possessing Heroin, Meth, And Enough Fentanyl To Kill 500,000 People. “Two people are 
in custody as a result of a massive drug bust near Binghamton. On Friday, the Broome County Special 
Investigations Unit Task Force conducted a narcotics raid at 62 and a half Wheeler Street in Deposit. 
During the search, approximately 1 kilogram of heroin, 1 kilogram of fentanyl and 2 kilograms of meth 
were found along with nearly $24,000 in suspected drug sale proceeds. 30 year old Johnnah DeGraw 
and 36 year old Marlon Graham were arrested and charged following the search. Johnson City Police 
Chief Brent Dodge says with 2 milligrams of fentanyl being considered a lethal dose, they seized an 
amount equivalent to 500,000 lethal doses.” (“Enough Fentanyl To Kill 500,000 People Seized In Upstate New York Town,” 
WWLP News 22, 12/4/18) 

• Johnson City Police Chief Brent Dodge Said That There Was “No Doubt” In His Mind 
That The Seized Fentanyl Would Have Cause Overdose Deaths In Broome County. 
“Brent Dodge JC Police Chief says “That fentanyl, there’s no doubt in my mind would have led to 
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overdose deaths right here in Broome County. So, by removing that from the street, hopefully 
we’re going to save some lives.” (“Enough Fentanyl To Kill 500,000 People Seized In Upstate New York Town,” WWLP News 22, 
12/4/18) 

• A Three-Month-Old Child Was In The House At The Time Of The Arrests. “A 3-month 
old child was also in the house during the search and has been left in the care of its grandmother.” 
(“Enough Fentanyl To Kill 500,000 People Seized In Upstate New York Town,” WWLP News 22, 12/4/18) 

 
(Kathy Whyte, “Second Guilty Plea in Broome’s ‘Million-Dollar Drug Bust’” WNBF News Radio, 3/15/19) 

 
(Kathy Whyte, “Second Guilty Plea in Broome’s ‘Million-Dollar Drug Bust’” WNBF News Radio, 3/15/19)  

DeGraw Was Convicted Of Criminal Possession Of A Controlled Substance In The First 
Degree, A Class A1 Felony, And Criminal Possession Of A Controlled Substance In The 
Third Degree, A Class B Felony. (Incarcerated Lookup, New York Department Of Corrections And Community Supervision, 
Accessed 7/22/25) 
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(Incarcerated Lookup, New York Department Of Corrections And Community Supervision, Accessed 7/22/25) 

Graham Was Convicted Of Criminal Possession Of A Controlled Substance In The First 
Degree, A Class A1 Felony, And Criminal Possession Of A Controlled Substance In The 
Second Degree, A Class A2 Felony. (Incarcerated Lookup, New York Department Of Corrections And Community Supervision, 
Accessed 7/22/25)  

 
(Incarcerated Lookup, New York Department Of Corrections And Community Supervision, Accessed 7/22/25) 

According To The Law Office Of Jason Bassett, Attempted Criminal Possession Of A 
Controlled Substance In The First Or Second Degree And Criminal Possession Of A 
Controlled Substance In The First Or Third Degree Are Not On The List Of Crimes To Be 
Excluded For Sealing Under The Clean Slate Act. (Sealing Criminal Convictions, Law Offices Of Jason Bassett, 
5/26/25) 
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