
Robert Zimmerman supports a bill to give tens of billions of dollars to the IRS to hire as many 
as 87,000 new employees—doubling the agency’s size—which could lead to more audits on small 
businesses and families while costing the middle-class billions of dollars in taxes. 
 
BACKUP: 
 
Robert Zimmerman supports the Inflation Reduction Act, a new law that gives the IRS roughly 
$80 billion over the next decade that could be used to hire as many as 87,000 new agents, which 
would double the agency’s size: 
 

• Robert Zimmerman supports the Inflation Reduction Act. “Thank you to @SenSchumer 
and the @SenateDems who delivered for Americans while every Senate Republican sided 
with corporate special interests and voted against this bill.” (Robert Zimmerman, Twitter, 8/8/22) 
 

 
(Robert Zimmerman, Twitter, 8/8/22) 

 
o Zimmerman claimed that the Inflation Reduction Act would improve the lives of 

Americans by reducing inflation, lowering costs, creating jobs, and making 
corporations pay their fair share. “The historic Inflation Reduction Act will 
improve the lives of Americans—it reduces inflation, lowers costs, creates jobs, 
makes corporation pay their fair share, & invests in clean energy. It's the most 
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significant action ever taken by Congress to stop the #ClimateCrisis.” (Robert 
Zimmerman, Twitter, 8/8/22) 

 

 
(Robert Zimmerman, Twitter, 8/8/22) 

 
o President Biden signed the Inflation Reduction Act into law. “President Joe 

Biden signed a sweeping $750 billion health care, tax and climate bill into law at 
the White House on Tuesday – marking a major victory for his administration and 
the Democratic Party ahead of the midterm elections. Biden said during a signing 
ceremony in the State Dining Room that the legislation, called the Inflation 
Reduction Act, is ‘one of the most significant laws in our history.’” (Maegan Vazquez and 
Donald Judd, “Biden signs Inflation Reduction Act into law,” CNN, 8/16/22)  

 
• Under the Inflation Reduction Act, the IRS would receive $80 billion in funding to hire 

as many as 87,000 additional employees, which would more than double the size of the 
IRS workforce. “If Democrats have their way, one of the most detested federal agencies—
the Internal Revenue Service—will employ more bureaucrats than the Pentagon, State 
Department, FBI, and Border Patrol combined. Under the Inflation Reduction Act 
negotiated by Sen. Joe Manchin (D., W.Va.), the agency would receive $80 billion in 
funding to hire as many as 87,000 additional employees. The increase would more than 
double the size of the IRS workforce, which currently has 78,661 full-time staffers, 
according to federal data.” (Joseph Simonson, “Dems Poised To Make IRS Larger Than Pentagon, State Department, FBI, 
and Border Patrol Combined,” Washington Free Beacon, 8/6/22) 

 
• With 87,000 new agents, the IRS would employ more bureaucrats than the Pentagon, 

State Department, FBI, and Border Patrol combined. “If Democrats have their way, one 
of the most detested federal agencies—the Internal Revenue Service—will employ more 
bureaucrats than the Pentagon, State Department, FBI, and Border Patrol combined.” 
(Joseph Simonson, “Dems Poised To Make IRS Larger Than Pentagon, State Department, FBI, and Border Patrol Combined,” 
Washington Free Beacon, 8/6/22) 

 
o HEADLINE: “Dems Poised To Make IRS Larger Than Pentagon, State 

Department, FBI, and Border Patrol Combined” (Joseph Simonson, “Dems Poised To Make IRS 
Larger Than Pentagon, State Department, FBI, and Border Patrol Combined,” Washington Free Beacon, 8/6/22) 

 
The Inflation Reduction Act could lead to more small business owners and households being 
targeted by the IRS for audits: 
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• An analysis from the Congressional Budget Office analysis confirmed that small business 
owners are going to be targeted. “The CBO analysis confirms an earlier report from the 
Joint Committee on Taxation that found that throwing an extra $80 billion at the IRS to 
improve the agency’s collection of under-reported income will end up targeting small 
business owners to pay for the legislation. The IRS is expected to bring in more than $180 
billion from other, wealthier taxpayers. Small business owners will find themselves in the 
crosshairs of the new wave of IRS auditors, tax experts said.” (Lydia Moynihan, “Inflation Reduction Act 

will cost middle class $20B in new taxes: CBO,” New York Post, 8/15/22) 

 

• Despite claims to the contrary, it is “almost certain” that households making less than 
$400,000 a year would face increased audits under the Inflation Reduction Act. “Despite 
the Biden administration’s claims, it’s almost certain that households making less than 
$400,000 a year would face increased audits under Democrats’ bill. And that seems to be 
the true intent of the IRS. According to a 2021 report from the Government 
Accountability Office, ‘From fiscal years 2010 to 2021, the majority of the additional taxes 
IRS recommended from audits came from taxpayers with incomes below $200,000.’” (Rachel 

Greszler, “Fact-Checking Team Biden on Who Those 87,000 New IRS Agents Would Audit,” The Heritage Foundation, 8/12/22) 

 
The Inflation Reduction Act could increase taxes by more than $10 billion on middle-class 
Americans making less than $200,000: 

 
• The Congressional Joint Committee on Taxation noted the Inflation Reduction Act 

could increases taxes by $16.7 billion on Americans making less than $200,000 in 2023, 
and raise another $14.1 billion on taxpayers who make between $200,000 and $500,000.  
“The energy and health care deal from Sens. Joe Manchin and Chuck Schumer would raise 
taxes on millions of Americans earning less than $400,000 annually, Senate Republicans 
say, citing nonpartisan data. The Congressional Joint Committee on Taxation found that 
taxes would jump by $16.7 billion on American taxpayers making less than $200,000 in 
2023 and raise another $14.1 billion on taxpayers who make between $200,000 and 
$500,000.” (David Propper, “Schumer-Manchin deal raises taxes on earners under $400k, study shows,” The New York Post, 
7/31/22) 

 
o According to Pew Research, households that make between $48,500 and 

$145,500 are considered middle-class. “In our analysis, “middle-income” 
Americans are adults whose annual household income is two-thirds to double the 
national median, after incomes have been adjusted for household size. Lower-
income households have incomes lower than two-thirds of the median, and upper-
income households have incomes that are more than double the median. In 2018, 
the national middle-income range was about $48,500 to $145,500 annually for a 
household of three. Lower-income households had incomes less than $48,500 and 
upper-income households had incomes greater than $145,500 (incomes in 2018 
dollars).” (Jesse Bennett, Richard Fry, Rakesh Kochar, “Are you in the American middle class? Find out with our income 
calculator,” Pew Research Center, 7/23/2020) 

 
• “Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen has acknowledged the new and improved IRS could 

ramp up collections from middle-class taxpayers.” “But Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen has 
acknowledged the new and improved IRS could ramp up collections from middle-class 
taxpayers. In a letter to the IRS commissioner last week, Yellen directed ‘any additional 
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resources … shall not be used to increase the share of small business or households below the 
$400,000 threshold that are audited relative to historical levels.’ In other words, Yellen 
conceded that middle-class taxpayers will face more audits and pay more taxes — but that they 
won’t be unfairly targeted. ‘Anytime you get an IRS letter, it could take months or years to 
get it settled — we’re talking many thousands of dollars to address,’ Daniel Bunn, executive 
vice president at the Tax Foundation, told The Post. ‘Large companies have constant reviews 
and lawyers going through everything … small business doesn’t have the resources to fight 
back in the same way.’” (Lydia Moynihan, “Inflation Reduction Act will cost middle class $20B in new taxes: CBO,” New York 
Post, 8/15/22)  
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