
At a time of runaway inflation, Julia Brownley voted for a bill that spends hundreds of billions of 
dollars and could double the size of the IRS and hire as many as 87,000 more agents to audit 
taxpayers. This could make the IRS bigger than the Pentagon, the State Department, the FBI, and 
the Border Patrol combined. 
 
BACKUP: 
 
 
Per reporting on July 13th, 2022, inflation soared 9.1% compared to a year earlier, the biggest 
yearly increase since 1981 and up from an 8.6% jump in May:  
 
Editor’s Note: Joe Biden was President at the time. 
 

• Inflation soared 9.1% compared to a year earlier, the biggest yearly increase since 1981 
and up from an 8.6% jump in May. “Consumer prices soared 9.1 percent compared with 
a year earlier, the government said Wednesday, the biggest yearly increase since 1981, and 
up from an 8.6 percent jump in May.” (Christopher Rugaber, “U.S. inflation at 9.1 percent, a record high,” PBS 
News Hour, 07/13/22) 
 

• On a monthly basis, prices rose 1.3% from May to June, another substantial price 
increase after prices jumped 1% from April to May. “On a monthly basis, prices rose 1.3 
percent from May to June, another substantial increase, after prices had jumped 1 percent 
from April to May.” (Christopher Rugaber, “U.S. inflation at 9.1 percent, a record high,” PBS News Hour, 07/13/22) 
 

• Grocery prices jumped 12.2% compared with a year ago, the steepest such climb since 
1979. “Grocery prices have jumped 12.2 percent compared with a year ago, the steepest 
such climb since 1979.” (Christopher Rugaber, “U.S. inflation at 9.1 percent, a record high,” PBS News Hour, 07/13/22) 

 
• Rents increased by 5.8%, the most since 1986. “Rents have risen 5.8 percent, the most 

since 1986.” (Christopher Rugaber, “U.S. inflation at 9.1 percent, a record high,” PBS News Hour, 07/13/22) 
 

• New car prices increased 11.4% from a year earlier. “New car prices have increased 11.4 
percent from a year earlier.” (Christopher Rugaber, “U.S. inflation at 9.1 percent, a record high,” PBS News Hour, 
07/13/22) 
 

• Airline fares are up 34% from a year earlier. “And airline fares, one of the few items to 
post a price decline in June, are nevertheless up 34 percent from a year earlier.” (Christopher 
Rugaber, “U.S. inflation at 9.1 percent, a record high,” PBS News Hour, 07/13/22) 
 

• From May to June, the cost of dental services surged 1.9%, the biggest one-month 
increase since record-keeping began in 1995. “From May to June, the cost of dental 
services surged 1.9 percent, the biggest one-month increase since record-keeping began in 
1995.” (Christopher Rugaber, “U.S. inflation at 9.1 percent, a record high,” PBS News Hour, 07/13/22) 

 
Julia Brownley voted for H.R. 5376, The Inflation Reduction Act of 2022, which is the 
Democrats’ $740 billion dollar reconciliation bill: 
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• Julia Brownley voted for H.R. 5376, the Inflation Reduction Act of 2022.  (H.R. 5376, Roll 
Call #420, Passed 220-207: R 0-207, D 220-0, Brownley Voted Yea, 08/12/22) 

 

• The Inflation Reduction Act is the Democrats’ $740 billion dollar reconciliation bill. 
“President Biden signed into law Tuesday the Democrats' $740 billion reconciliation bill. 
Why it matters: The package, known as the Inflation Reduction Act, includes provisions 
that increase taxes on large corporations, address climate change and lower prescription 
drug costs.” (Shawna Chen, “$740 billion tax, climate and health care bill into law,” Axios, 08/16/22) 

 
The Inflation Reduction Act expands IRS enforcement funding by roughly $80 billion over the 
next decade, which could be used to hire as many as 87,000 new agents, more than doubling the 
IRS’ workforce and making the IRS larger than the Pentagon, the State Department, the FBI, 
and Border Patrol combined: 
 

• The legislation would expand IRS enforcement funding by roughly $80 billion over 10 
years. 

 
(Alex Durante, Cody Kallen, Huaqun LI, William McBride, and Garrett Watson, “Details & Analysis of the Senate Inflation Reduction Act Tax 

Provisions,” Tax Foundation, 8/2/22) 

 
• The Inflation Reduction Act could more than double the size of the IRS workforce. “If 

Democrats have their way, one of the most detested federal agencies—the Internal Revenue 
Service—will employ more bureaucrats than the Pentagon, State Department, FBI, and 
Border Patrol combined. Under the Inflation Reduction Act negotiated by Sen. Joe 
Manchin (D., W.Va.), the agency would receive $80 billion in funding to hire as many as 
87,000 additional employees. The increase would more than double the size of the IRS 
workforce, which currently has 78,661 full-time staffers, according to federal data.” (Joseph 
Simonson, “Dems Poised To Make IRS Larger Than Pentagon, State Department, FBI, and Border Patrol Combined,” Washington Free 
Beacon, 8/6/22) 

 
o The IRS aims to hire roughly 87,000 new agents, according to the Treasury 

Department. “While the legislation still must be approved by the House and 
signed into law, it will take time to phase in the funding, hire and train new 
workers. The IRS aims to hire roughly 87,000 new agents, according to the 
Treasury Department.” (Kate Dore, “With 87,000 new agents, here’s who the IRS may target for audits,” CNBC, 
08/09/22) 

 
o The IRS currently has approximately 78,000 full-time employees. “The increase 

would more than double the size of the IRS workforce, which currently has 78,661 
full-time staffers, according to federal data.” (Joseph Simonson, “Dems Poised To Make IRS Larger 
Than Pentagon, State Department, FBI, and Border Patrol Combined,” Washington Free Beacon, 8/6/22) 

 
• With 87,000 new agents, the IRS would employ more bureaucrats than the Pentagon, 

State Department, FBI, and Border Patrol combined. “If Democrats have their way, one 
of the most detested federal agencies—the Internal Revenue Service—will employ more 
bureaucrats than the Pentagon, State Department, FBI, and Border Patrol combined.” 
(Joseph Simonson, “Dems Poised To Make IRS Larger Than Pentagon, State Department, FBI, and Border Patrol Combined,” 
Washington Free Beacon, 8/6/22) 
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o The Pentagon houses roughly 27,000 employees, the State Department employs 

just over 77,243, the FBI employs approximately 35,000 people, and Customs 
and Border Protection says it employs 19,536 Border Patrol agents. “That would 
make the IRS one of the largest federal agencies. The Pentagon houses roughly 
27,000 employees, according to the Defense Department, while a human resources 
fact sheet says the State Department employs just over 77,243 staff. The FBI 
employs approximately 35,000 people, according to the agency's website, and 
Customs and Border Protection says it employs 19,536 Border Patrol agents.” (Joseph 
Simonson, “Dems Poised To Make IRS Larger Than Pentagon, State Department, FBI, and Border Patrol Combined,” 
Washington Free Beacon, 8/6/22) 
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