
Despite rising crime, Michelle Vallejo would put dangerous criminals back on the streets. She’d 
end mandatory minimum sentencing and cash bail. 
 

Crime is up drastically; in Hidalgo County, murders were up 400% and domestic violence calls 
30% from 2019-2020 and nationally, violent crime is up in many major cities in 2022 compared 
to 2021: 

• In Hidalgo County, murders were up 400% and domestic violence calls were up 30% 
from 2019 – 2020. “The year 2020 was deadly, not just in hospital rooms, but in everyday 
homes and cities across the Rio Grande Valley. COVID-19 isn’t just killing people through 
the virus, it’s also playing a part in violent murders across the Rio Grande Valley. A KVEO 
special report uncovered a massive increase in domestic violence homicides across South 
Texas. ‘Our murder rate is up 400 percent,’ said Hidalgo County Sheriff Eddie Guerra… 
And it isn’t just murders going up, Guerra says it’s all domestic violence calls. ‘Our 
domestic disputes went from 511 in 2019 to 664 in 2020, so it’s a 30% increase,’ said 
Guerra.” (Sydney Hernandez, “SPECIAL REPORT: Hidalgo County homicides increase 400% in 2020,” Valley Central, 1/28/21) 

• Across major cities in the U.S. throughout the first few months of 2022, violent crimes 
have increased anywhere from about 5% to 40% compared to 2021. “Fox News Digital 
examined crime data from Baltimore, Chicago, Los Angeles, New York City, Philadelphia, 
Seattle and Washington, D.C., and found violent crimes have increased anywhere from 
nearly 5% to up to 40% compared to the same time frame in 2021. Violent crimes are 
typically defined as reports of rape, sexual assault, robbery, assault and murder.” (Emma Colton, 
“Violent crimes on the rise in 2022, following previous unprecedented spike in murders,” Fox News, 5/18/2022) 

 
Vallejo supports ending cash bail and mandatory minimum sentencing: 

• She supports ending cash bail, mandatory minimum sentencing. “We must end 
mandatory minimum sentencing, cash bail, solitary confinement, private prisons, qualified 
immunity, and prioritizing investing in mental health resources and services for our 
community.” (Michelle’s Priorities, “Justice Reform,” Michelle Vallejo for Congress, Accessed 6/27/2022) 
 

Michelle Vallejo is endorsed by the Working Families Party, which supports the elimination of 
cash bail and has solicited donations for a group that bails out individuals accused of violent 
crimes: 

• Vallejo is endorsed by the Working Families Party. 

https://www.valleycentral.com/news/local-news/special-report-400-increase-in-homicides-in-hidalgo-county-in-2020/
https://www.foxnews.com/us/major-cities-violent-crimes-data-murders-shootings
https://michellefortx15.com/platform-issues-south-texas/


 
(@WorkingFamilies, Twitter, 6/1/2022) 

• The Working Families Party supports the elimination of cash bail. 

 

 

(Working Families Party, Twitter, 2/16/20) 

 

• The Working Families Party solicited donations for a group that bails out individuals 
accused of violent crimes. 

 

https://twitter.com/WorkingFamilies/status/1532099991543611394
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FWorkingFamilies%2Fstatus%2F1229103952735678464%3Fs%3D20%26t%3Dpa6_ZL8IVYp6HI5AHnls3A&data=05%7C01%7Cmcesare%40NRCC.org%7C5174778b413e4072ceef08da70091716%7Caedd1d67fa1049bea792b853edaad485%7C0%7C0%7C637945481620923862%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kMaw7yioH1UAqO5Tdr1E2IIbhCyX8dx%2BzuLhIvhZw%2BM%3D&reserved=0


 

(Working Families Party, Twitter, 9/20/20) 

 

Editor’s Note: The Louisville Community Bail Fund bails out individuals accused of violent crimes. 

 

Bail reform laws release individuals accused of crimes back onto the streets, including those 
with violent criminal histories: 

• As a result of bail reform, in Cook County, IL, “the number of released defendants 
charged with committing new crimes increased by 45%” and “the number of pretrial 
releasees charged with committing new violent crimes increased by an estimated 33%.” 
“Recently bail reform issues have been in the news across the country, as concerns about 
fair treatment of defendants and possible public safety risks from expanding pretrial release 
have collided. These issues involve important empirical questions, including whether 
releasing more defendants before trial leads to additional crimes. An opportunity to 
investigate this public safety issue has developed in Chicago, our nation’s third largest city. 
There, the Office of the Chief Judge of the Cook County Courts adopted new bail reform 
measures in September 2017 and reviewed them empirically in May 2019. Cook County’s 
Bail Reform Study concluded that the new procedures had released many more defendants 

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FWorkingFamilies%2Fstatus%2F1308892827431112705%3Fs%3D20%26t%3DXaRZCLntP99BanfK1-iY-A&data=05%7C01%7Cmcesare%40NRCC.org%7C5174778b413e4072ceef08da70091716%7Caedd1d67fa1049bea792b853edaad485%7C0%7C0%7C637945481620923862%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2fz%2FfTV0RVz%2BiOM9KpB3qiVbExyapRSvk14OnaxsFT4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wave3.com%2F2020%2F10%2F29%2Fcrime-victims-question-local-group-that-bails-out-violent-suspects%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cmcesare%40NRCC.org%7C5174778b413e4072ceef08da70091716%7Caedd1d67fa1049bea792b853edaad485%7C0%7C0%7C637945481620923862%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GSln2reRrCkA16dElK7qBadjVbz7cGd4SY7EyLNxIkc%3D&reserved=0


before trial without any concomitant increase in crime. This article disputes the Study’s 
conclusions. This article explains that, contrary to the Study’s assertions, the new changes 
to pretrial release procedures appear to have led to a substantial increase in crimes 
committed by pretrial releasees in Cook County. Properly measured and estimated, after 
more generous release procedures were put in place, the number of released defendants 
charged with committing new crimes increased by 45%. And, more concerning, the 
number of pretrial releasees charged with committing new violent crimes increased by an 
estimated 33%. In addition, as reported by the Chicago Tribune, the Study’s data appears 
to undercount the number of releasees charged with new violent crimes; and a substantial 
number of aggravated domestic violence prosecutions prosecutors dropped after the 
changes, presumably because batterers were able to more frequently obtain release and 
intimidate their victims into not pursuing charges. These public safety concerns call into 
question whether the bail “reform” measures implemented in Cook County were cost-
beneficial. And because Cook County’s procedures are state-of-the-art and track those 
being implemented in many parts of the country, Cook County’s experience suggests that 
other jurisdictions may similarly be suffering increases in crime due to bail reform.” (Paul 
Cassell and Richard Fowles, “Does Bail Reform Increase Crime? An Empirical Assessment of the Public Safety Implications of Bail 
Reform in Cook County, Illinois,” University of Utah Law Faculty Scholarship, 2/2020)  
 

• Because of New York’s bail reform law “the number of pretrial defendants who are 
being released, often without conditions and without allowing judges to consider the 
risk that a defendant poses to the public” has resulted in “repeat and serious offenders—
some with violent criminal histories—being returned to the street.”  “After enacting a 
sweeping bail reform, New York lawmakers have drawn the ire of constituents who are 
troubled by the many stories of repeat and serious offenders—some with violent criminal 
histories—being returned to the street following their arrests. In the state’s biggest city, the 
public’s growing concerns are buttressed by brow-raising, if preliminary, crime data, 
amplifying calls for amending or repealing the bail reform. The operative provisions of 
New York’s bail reform severely limit judicial discretion in pretrial release decisions, 
increasing the number of pretrial defendants who are being released, often without 
conditions and without allowing judges to consider the risk that a defendant poses to the 
public. New York is now the only state that does not allow judges to consider public safety 
in any pretrial release decisions.” (Rafael A. Mangual, “Issue Brief: Reforming New York’s Bail Reform: A Public Safety-
Minded Proposal,” Manhattan Institute, 3/5/20) 

 

• HEADLINE: “New data shows nearly 4 percent of people out due to bail to changes 
were rearrested for violent felonies” 

 

 

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdc.law.utah.edu%2Fscholarship%2F194%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cmcesare%40NRCC.org%7C5eb8dc7086634ba6531808da58707ce8%7Caedd1d67fa1049bea792b853edaad485%7C0%7C0%7C637919537412639148%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UqirkNiDjdMNQBzduITuAJj5YTyEWH0E35Hk470LvTk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.manhattan-institute.org%2Freforming-new-yorks-bail-reform%3Fmsclkid%3D74079774c0f110b9cf84f57e96da7d21%26utm_source%3Dbing%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_campaign%3DManhattan%2520Institute%26utm_term%3Dbail%2520reform%2520law%2520ny%26utm_content%3DUrban%2520Policy_MI_R.%2520Mangual_3%252F5_Reform%2520Bail%2520Refom_R%2520(Phrase)&data=05%7C01%7Cmcesare%40NRCC.org%7C5eb8dc7086634ba6531808da58707ce8%7Caedd1d67fa1049bea792b853edaad485%7C0%7C0%7C637919537412639148%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HnABy2EZwlZ0EBaquwuhxAEtY2RShTul%2F0KVYiL884A%3D&reserved=0


(Joshua Solomon and Brendan J Lyons, “New data shows nearly 4 percent of people out due to bail changes were rearrested for violent felonies,” 
Albany Times Union,1/2/22) 

 

• HEADLINE: "The worst NYC crimes committed in 2021 are thanks to shaky bail 
reform law” 

 

 

(Jorge Fitz-Gibbon, “The worst NYC crimes committed in 2021 are thanks to shaky bail reform law,” New York Post, 12/28/21) 

• Because of New York’s bail reform law, in 2021 “a slew of violent criminals landed back 
on the streets — only to reoffend.” “The year 2021 brought a hefty serving of junk justice 
to the Big Apple. Between lenient judges and liberal state bail reform laws, a slew of violent 
criminals landed back on the streets — only to reoffend. The soft-on-crime statute, passed 
by state lawmakers in 2019 and tweaked in 2020, stripped judges of discretion by barring 
them from setting bail on nearly all misdemeanors and non-violent felonies.” (Jorge Fitz-Gibbon, 
“The worst NYC crimes committed in 2021 are thanks to shaky bail reform law,” New York Post, 12/28/21) 
 

In 2021, there were “nearly 100,000” cases in which people were released under New York’s 
bail reform law; “nearly one-third” of cases of those released were rearrested for other crimes 
“while their initial cases were pending,” and some of the cases of those who were released and 
ended up being rearrested were rearrested on “alleged violent felony charges”:  

• In 2021, there were “nearly 100,000” cases in which people were released under New 
York’s bail reform law. “In the first full year after New York banned detaining people on a 
vast number of criminal charges, there were nearly 100,000 cases in which adults were 
released after being charged with offenses for which judges previously could have set bail or 
ordered them held in custody.” (Joshua Solomon and Brendan J Lyons, “New data shows nearly 4 percent of people out 
due to bail changes were rearrested for violent felonies,” Albany Times Union,1/2/22) 
 

• In 2021, “nearly one-third” of the cases in which people were released under New York’s 
bail reform law, led to new arrests for other crimes “while their initial cases were 
pending.” “Overall, of the 98,145 cases in which individuals were released on charges for 
which they can no longer be held in custody, nearly one-third led to a new arrest while 
their initial cases were pending, according to the data. A majority of the new offenses were 
misdemeanors and nonviolent felonies.” (Joshua Solomon and Brendan J Lyons, “New data shows nearly 4 percent 
of people out due to bail changes were rearrested for violent felonies,” Albany Times Union,1/2/22) 
 

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.timesunion.com%2Fstate%2Farticle%2FNew-data-shows-less-than-4-of-people-out-on-bail-16736295.php&data=05%7C01%7Cmcesare%40NRCC.org%7C5eb8dc7086634ba6531808da58707ce8%7Caedd1d67fa1049bea792b853edaad485%7C0%7C0%7C637919537412639148%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1xhQ6ywJG54BUUxCWwa7a12nJ9%2BvIb3uoXP30edMvYQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnypost.com%2F2021%2F12%2F28%2Fnycs-worst-2021-cases-stem-from-shaky-bail-reform-law%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cmcesare%40NRCC.org%7C5eb8dc7086634ba6531808da58707ce8%7Caedd1d67fa1049bea792b853edaad485%7C0%7C0%7C637919537412639148%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xn1gDXYufpvdgM9UfZc6cI6jI8%2BJDsk6EXN%2Bf%2FOJfrI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnypost.com%2F2021%2F12%2F28%2Fnycs-worst-2021-cases-stem-from-shaky-bail-reform-law%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cmcesare%40NRCC.org%7C5eb8dc7086634ba6531808da58707ce8%7Caedd1d67fa1049bea792b853edaad485%7C0%7C0%7C637919537412639148%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xn1gDXYufpvdgM9UfZc6cI6jI8%2BJDsk6EXN%2Bf%2FOJfrI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.timesunion.com%2Fstate%2Farticle%2FNew-data-shows-less-than-4-of-people-out-on-bail-16736295.php&data=05%7C01%7Cmcesare%40NRCC.org%7C5eb8dc7086634ba6531808da58707ce8%7Caedd1d67fa1049bea792b853edaad485%7C0%7C0%7C637919537412639148%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1xhQ6ywJG54BUUxCWwa7a12nJ9%2BvIb3uoXP30edMvYQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.timesunion.com%2Fstate%2Farticle%2FNew-data-shows-less-than-4-of-people-out-on-bail-16736295.php&data=05%7C01%7Cmcesare%40NRCC.org%7C5eb8dc7086634ba6531808da58707ce8%7Caedd1d67fa1049bea792b853edaad485%7C0%7C0%7C637919537412639148%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1xhQ6ywJG54BUUxCWwa7a12nJ9%2BvIb3uoXP30edMvYQ%3D&reserved=0


• In 2021, “about 4 percent” of the cases of those released under New York’s bail reform 
law while their initial cases were pending “went on to be arrested again for alleged 
violent felony charges” and “about 1 percent” of the cases involved individuals “arrested 
again on violent felony charges involving a firearm while their initial cases were 
pending.” “Among the cases, those released went on to be arrested again for alleged 
violent felony charges about 4 percent of the time, according to a Times Union analysis of 
newly published state data. In about 1 percent of the cases, the individuals released were 
arrested again on violent felony charges involving a firearm while their initial cases were 
pending. Those percentages are generally low values, but given the sheer volume of 
individuals released statewide, they translate into thousands of instances of people being 
released from custody only to allegedly commit violent felonies soon after.” (Joshua Solomon and 
Brendan J Lyons, “New data shows nearly 4 percent of people out due to bail changes were rearrested for violent felonies,” Albany Times 
Union,1/2/22) 

 
 

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.timesunion.com%2Fstate%2Farticle%2FNew-data-shows-less-than-4-of-people-out-on-bail-16736295.php&data=05%7C01%7Cmcesare%40NRCC.org%7C5eb8dc7086634ba6531808da58707ce8%7Caedd1d67fa1049bea792b853edaad485%7C0%7C0%7C637919537412639148%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1xhQ6ywJG54BUUxCWwa7a12nJ9%2BvIb3uoXP30edMvYQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.timesunion.com%2Fstate%2Farticle%2FNew-data-shows-less-than-4-of-people-out-on-bail-16736295.php&data=05%7C01%7Cmcesare%40NRCC.org%7C5eb8dc7086634ba6531808da58707ce8%7Caedd1d67fa1049bea792b853edaad485%7C0%7C0%7C637919537412639148%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1xhQ6ywJG54BUUxCWwa7a12nJ9%2BvIb3uoXP30edMvYQ%3D&reserved=0

