Christy Smith supported legislation that caused inflation to reach its highest level in over four
decades. And when asked about her priorities in Congress, Christy didn’t even mention inflation,
or gas prices.

BACKUP:

Christy Smith touted the American Rescue Plan:

e Christy Smith tweeted that “The American Rescue Plan is on its way, with $1.9T
investment to defeat this pandemic & build back our economy.”
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@ChristySmithCA
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investment to defeat this pandemic & build back our
economy. Now let’s, #RaiseTheWage and address our
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e The American Rescue Plan is a $1.9 trillion coronavirus relief package. “President Biden
signed the $1.9 trillion coronavirus relief package on Thursday. The colossal bill, known as
the American Rescue Plan, allocates money for vaccines, schools, small businesses and anti-
poverty programs such as an expanded child tax credit that will mean new monthly
payments to many parents.” (Barbara Sprunt, “Here's What's In The American Rescue Plan,” NPR, 3/11/21)

o The American Rescue Plan was a Democrat plan that no Republicans voted for.
“This week has been a significant week for the American people, as the House
passed the final version of the American Rescue Plan and President Joe Biden
signed it into law. House Democrats secured major assistance to the middle class
with this legislation, including: $1,400 in direct payments to most families, $300
enhanced unemployment benefits through Labor Day, boosting SNAP benefits by
15%, and increasing the child tax credit to up to $3,600 per child, which will lift
half of American children out of poverty. In addition, the American Rescue Plan
will establish a national vaccination strategy, ensure schools have the resources to
resume in-person learning safely, strengthen the Affordable Care Act, and support
small businesses. It is a shame that zero Republicans voted to send this critical relief
to families, despite poll after poll reflecting broad, bipartisan support for this bill.
Nevertheless, under President Biden’s leadership, Democrats have delivered For
The People and now that the American Rescue Plan has been signed into law,
direct assistance will be given to Americans immediately around our country.” (Steny


https://twitter.com/ChristySmithCA/status/1368254195040616449
https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2021/03/09/974841565/heres-whats-in-the-american-rescue-plan-as-it-heads-toward-final-passage

Hoyer Majority Leader, “Democrats Deliver Needed Relief to Americans with the American Rescue Plan,” Press Release,
3/12/21)

Hundreds of millions of dollars’ worth of funds from the American Rescue Plan were spent on
projects that have “little to do with combating the pandemic,” such as a ski resort, golf courses,

and a “high-end hotel”:

e Hundreds of millions of dollars’ worth of federal coronavirus relief money was spent on
projects that have “little to do with combating the pandemic.” “Thanks to a sudden $140
million cash infusion, officials in Broward County, Florida, recently broke ground on
a high-end hotel that will have views of the Atlantic Ocean and an 11,000-square-foot spa.
In New York, Dutchess County pledged $12 million for renovations of a minor league
baseball stadium to meet requirements the New York Yankees set for their farm teams.
And in Massachusetts, lawmakers delivered $5 million to pay off debts of the Edward M.
Kennedy Institute for the U.S. Senate in Boston, a nonprofit established to honor the late
senator that has struggled financially. The three distinctly different outlays have one thing
in common: Each is among the scores of projects that state and local governments across
the United States are funding with federal coronavirus relief money despite having little to

do with combating the pandemic, a review by The Associated Press has found.” (Brian Slodysko,
“Pandemic relief money spent on hotel, ballpark, ski slopes,” Associated Press, 3/23/22)

o “An Associated Press review finds state and local governments have spent nearly
$1 billion worth of federal coronavirus aid on projects that have little to do with

combating the pandemic.” (Brian Slodysko, “Pandemic relief money spent on hotel, ballpark, ski slopes,”
Associated Press, 3/23/22)

o The federal coronavirus relief funds came from the American Rescue Plan. “The
expenditures amount to a fraction of the $350 billion made available through last
year’s American Rescue Plan to help state and local governments weather the
crisis.” (Brian Slodysko, “Pandemic relief money spent on hotel, ballpark, ski slopes,” Associated Press, 3/23/22)

o Headline: “Pandemic relief money spent on hotel, ballpark, ski slopes”

Pandemic relief money spent on hotel, ballpark, ski slopes

By BRIAN SLODYSKO  March 23, 2022
(Brian Slodysko, “Pandemic relief money spent on hotel, ballpark, ski slopes,” Associated Press, 3/23/22)

e More than $6 million was allocated to replace irrigation systems at two golf courses in
Colorado Springs.

—$6.6 million to replace irrigation systems at two golf courses in Colorado Springs.

(Brian Slodysko, “Pandemic relief money spent on hotel, ballpark, ski slopes,” Associated Press, 3/23/22)

e Palm Beach Gardens, Florida “is building a new golf course” with the money they
received from the American Rescue Plan. “Palm Beach Gardens, Florida — in Palm Beach
County, home to 160 golf courses — is building a new golf course. These are among the
thousands of ways cities and counties have started spending the first tranche of covid relief
money from the American Rescue Plan Act passed by Congress in March. That economic
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rescue package provides $130 billion to cities and counties — with few restrictions on how
the money can be spent. For many, it was their first economic relief directly received from

the federal government.” (Phil Galewitz, “From Sewers to Golf Courses, Cities See Green With New Federal Covid Relief
Dollars,” KHN, 10/8/21)

An lowa county acquired a privately owned ski resort. “The Pottawattamie County Board
of Supervisors announced Tuesday it has acquired the Mt. Crescent Ski area, previously
privately owned by Korby and Samantha Fleischer. The Fleischers will continue to manage
the facility as a ski resort through the 2022 ski season. Pottawattamie County will take full
control in the summer of 2022” (“Pottawattamie County buys Mt. Crescent Ski area for $3.5 million,” KETV, 1/4/22)

o Two million dollars from the American Rescue Plan were used to acquire the ski
resort. “The Iowa West Foundation helped make the transfer possible with $1.5
million and the other $2 million is coming from the American Rescue Plan Action,

COVID-19 federal relief funds.” (“Pottawattamie County buys Mt. Crescent Ski area for $3.5 million,”
KETV, 1/4/22)

Officials in Florida used $140 million in American Rescue Plan funding to help
construct a “high-end hotel” that will have ocean views and an 11,000-square-foot spa.
“Thanks to a sudden $140 million cash infusion, officials in Broward County, Florida,
recently broke ground on a high-end hotel that will have views of the Atlantic Ocean and
an 11,000-square-foot spa. In New York, Dutchess County pledged $12 million for
renovations of a minor league baseball stadium to meet requirements the New York
Yankees set for their farm teams. And in Massachusetts, lawmakers delivered $5 million to
pay off debts of the Edward M. Kennedy Institute for the U.S. Senate in Boston, a
nonprofit established to honor the late senator that has struggled financially. The three
distinctly different outlays have one thing in common: Each is among the scores of projects
that state and local governments across the United States are funding with federal
coronavirus relief money despite having little to do with combating the pandemic, a review

bY The Associated Press has found.” (Brian Slodysko, “Pandemic relief money spent on hotel, ballpark, ski slopes,”
Associated Press, 3/23/22)

The American Rescue Plan and infrastructure bill exacerbated inflation, causing it to reach its
highest point in over four decades:

Editor’s Note: To see most recent inflation numbers, please see the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics monthly

data.

In March 2022, inflation reached its highest levels in over 40 years. “Inflation surges to
8.5%, highest in over 40 years... Inflation surged again in March, as consumer prices hit yet
another fresh peak not seen in a generation. Why it matters: The relentless rise in prices is
a challenge for investors, Federal Reserve policy makers and politicians, who are all trying
to navigate an inflationary backdrop that hasn't been seen since the early 1980s. Driving
the news: The consumer price index rose 1.2% in March compared to February, above
economists expectations for 1.1%. Prices were up 8.5% over the last year, higher than the
8.4% rise that economists expected, according to consensus expectations reported by

FactSet. That's the highest annual rate of inflation since December 1981.” (Matt Phillips, “Inflation
surges to 8.5%, highest in over 40 years,” Axios, 4/12/22)
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(Rachel Siegel, “Prices Climbed 6.8% In November Compared With Last Year, Largest Rise In Nearly Four Decades, As Inflation Spreads Through
Economy,” Washington Post, 12/10/21)

e “The Labor Department said the increases for food and energy were the fastest 12-
month gains in at least 13 years.” “The Labor Department said the increases for food and

energy were the fastest 12-month gains in at least 13 years.” (Megan Henney, “US Inflation Surges To 39-
Year High As Consumer Prices Soar,” Fox News, 12/10/21)

e HEADLINE: “. .. Biden’s stimulus is temporarily stoking inflation.”
Ehe New York Eimes

A regional Fed analysis suggests
Biden’s stimulus is temporarily
stoking inflation.

(Jeanna Smialek, “A regional Fed analysis suggests Biden’s stimulus is temporarily stoking inflation.,” The New York Times, 10/18/21)

e According to a regional Federal Reserve Bank analysis, the American Rescue Plan
boosted inflation. “Inflation is likely getting a temporary boost from the $1.9 trillion
coronavirus relief package that the Biden administration ushered in early this year, new

Federal Reserve Bank of San Francisco research released on Monday suggested.” (eanna
Smialek, “A regional Fed analysis suggests Biden’s stimulus is temporarily stoking inflation.,” The New York Times, 10/18/21)

e Researchers found that the American Rescue Plan might raise the vacancy-to-
unemployment ratio close to its historical peak in 1968, fueling inflation. “Based on the
package’s size and using historical evidence on how fiscal spending affects the labor market,
the researchers found that the American Rescue Plan might raise the vacancy-to-
unemployment ratio close to its historical peak in 1968, fueling some inflation — but that

the price impact would be small and short-lived.” (Jeanna Smialek, “A regional Fed analysis suggests Biden’s
stimulus is temporarily stoking inflation.,” The New York Times, 10/18/21)

e The American Rescue Plan extended supplemental unemployment benefits. “The
American Rescue Plan extended unemployment benefits until September 6 with a weekly

supplemental benefit of $300 on top of the regular $400 benefit.” (The White House, “American
Rescue Plan,” Accessed 11/1/21)
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¢ COVID-related unemployment benefits contribute to inflation. “5) Low-wage workers are
finally getting raises. Fullservice restaurants saw no inflation in April, but fast-food
establishments jacked up prices significantly. ... With their savings buttressed by stimulus
checks — and, for the previously laid off, their sustenance assured by $300-a-week federal
unemployment benefits — many American workers have become newly empowered to turn
down lousy job offers. This, combined with resurgent demand, has produced a shortage of

labor in some sectors, forcing firms to raise wages to attract new hires.” (Eric Levitz, “THE
ECONOMY JUNE 8, 2021 The Case for (and Against) Worrying About Inflation,” NY Mag, 6/8/21)

e According to the Heritage Foundation, Biden’s infrastructure bill contributed to the
worst inflation surge in decades. “The harmful effects of excessive government spending
have become the most pressing issue for Americans due to the worst inflation surge in
decades. Washington’s reckless choice to pump trillions of dollars into the economy is the
reason we face more inflation than other top economies around the world. Yet, incredibly,
Congress is still planning an onslaught of additional inflationary spending bills with
seemingly no end in sight... Compared to projections from February 2021, when Biden
had just taken office, the latest analysis shows a combined $2.77 trillion in additional
deficits over the 2021-2031 period. The largest factor for this increase was the wasteful and
opportunistic $1.9 trillion COVID-19 package that passed with exclusively Democratic
support in March 2021. The shoddy $1.2 trillion infrastructure bill that Biden

championed added even more red ink.” (David Ditch, “New Charts Reveal Harms of Biden’s Budget-Busting Binge,”
The Heritage Foundation, 6/8/22)

Per reporting on July 13, 2022, inflation soared 9.1% compared to a vear earlier, the biggest
yearly increase since 1981 and up from an 8.6% jump in May:

Editor’s Note: Joe Biden was President at the time.

e Inflation soared 9.1% compared to a year earlier, the biggest yearly increase since 1981
and up from an 8.6% jump in May. “Consumer prices soared 9.1 percent compared with
a year earlier, the government said Wednesday, the biggest yearly increase since 1981, and

up from an 8.6 percent ]ump in May.” (Christopher Rugaber, “U.S. inflation at 9.1 percent, a record high,” PBS
News Hour, 07/13/22)

e  On a monthly basis, prices rose 1.3% from May to June, another substantial price
increase after prices jumped 1% from April to May. “On a monthly basis, prices rose 1.3
percent from May to June, another substantial increase, after prices had jumped 1 percent
from Aprd to May.” (Christopher Rugaber, “U.S. inflation at 9.1 percent, a record high,” PBS News Hour, 07/13/22)

Christy Smith touted the Build Back Better Act:

e Christy Smith tweeted that the Build Back Better act is a once in a generation
investment in Americans.
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(Christy Smith Twitter, 11/18/21)

e Christy Smith tweeted that that America’s kids win big in the Build Back Better Act.
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Unisersal Pre-k is o game changer, leading to better
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parents have the support they need
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(Christy Smith Twitter, 11/19/21)

o Christy Smith tweeted “17 Nobel economists evaluated #BBB and agree it will ease
inflation pressures.”

17 Mobel economists evaluated #EBE and agres it will
ease inflation pressures.

Woman, who have taken the biggest set backs in the
COVID economy will benefit the moest from child care
support.

Insulin dependent Amaericans won't have to choose
batwesn food & shelter or medication.

(Christy Smith Twitter, 11/19/21)

e Christy Smith touted the Build Back Better Act and wrote the bill “...invests $26.95
billion in fire resiliency on public and private land. It’s support fire ravaged CA can’t
afford to refuse.”
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The Build Back Better Act invests $26.95 billion in fire
resiliancy on public and private land. It"s support fire
ravaged CA can't afford to refuse.

But, @ElectMikeGarcia voted NO.,
HCAZS deserves better

19 Ratwaats B Quato Twasts 598 L

(Christy Smith Twitter, 11/22/21)

Editor’s Note: The version of the Build Back Better Act referenced is the one that passed the House of
Representatives on November 19, 2021 and has not been passed by the Senate or signed into law.

Build Back Better is President “Biden’s $1.7 trillion social spending and climate bill:”

e Build Back Better is President “Biden’s $1.7 trillion social spending and climate bill.”
“The House passed President Joe Biden’s $1.7 trillion social spending and climate bill, and

the Senate aims to approve it before Christmas.” (Jacob Pramuk, “The House passed Biden’s massive social
safety net and climate bill. Here’s what happens next,” CNBC, 11/19/21)

o The social spending bill is Build Back Better. “After months of starts and
stops, the House passed President Joe Biden’s $1.7 trillion social safety net and
climate bill on Friday. The process will not get any easier for Democrats as the bill
heads to the Senate. Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer wants to pass the
Build Back Better Act by Christmas. To do so, he will have to get all 50 members of
his caucus — from conservative Sen. Joe Manchin of West Virginia to democratic

socialist Sen. Bernie Sanders of Vermont — to back the same sweeping plan.” (acob
Pramuk, “The House passed Biden’s massive social safety net and climate bill. Here’s what happens next,” CNBC, 11/19/21)

When asked about her priorities would be in Congress, Christy Smith failed to mention
inflation or the cost of gas:

e QUESTION: “What would be your priorities when you go to Congress?”

o SMITH: “Well based on the work I'm doing now, environmental work, especially
here in California. 'm sure its impacting you in NorCal as well as in Southern
California. We're about to go landscape watering one day a week. We critically
need a national water infrastructure plan because what we’re going to see based on
climate change is California continue to struggle while other parts of the country
have flooding. So we need to figure out a way, which, if we can put people in space,
satellites in space, we can figure out how to move water from one part of the
country to another. That’s something we need to invest in right away. Of course we
need to tackle all of the issues surrounding climate and making sure we’re bringing
out greenhouse gas emissions down as quickly as possible because scientist are
already telling us we’re off our marks. I would like to be assigned to the Labor &
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Education Committee. Those are both two areas of policy that I've done extensive
work in and want to continue to do that and move the needle and that’s cross
cutting across so many different areas of, of our economy, of our public education
system. And, um, you know, I feel like I could make the biggest and best
contribution there. And then also back here at home, very solid constituent
services. Again, you know, this, this district is three very big small towns but each
with their very unique culture and deep needs. And the Antelope Valley in
particular, there are a lot of folks who need the kind of services when it comes to
housing, and social safety net. Of course, we have a lot of seniors. We have a very
high proportion of our population is veterans who need veterans services. So

constituent service work will also be incredibly important to our team.” (Napa Valley
Dems Meeting, 05/16/22) (NRCC YouTube)


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6fCSl_SfGgk

