
Nikki Budzinski helped implement a Democrat plan to give nearly one billion dollars in 
stimulus checks to prisoners, including a terrorist - the Boston Marathon bomber. 
 
Nikki Budzinski touted her role as Chief of Staff for the office responsible for implementing the 
American Rescue Plan: 
 

• VIDEO: Nicki Budzinski: “. . .When I was the Chief of Staff at the Office of 
Management and Budget, uh, that office was responsible for implementing the 
American Rescue Plan. . .” (WMBD News, Clipped, 1:05–1:13, 9/3/2021)  

 
The American Rescue Plan was a partisan coronavirus relief package that cost nearly $2 trillion: 
 

• The American Rescue Plan is a $1.9 trillion coronavirus relief package. “President Biden 
signed the $1.9 trillion coronavirus relief package on Thursday. The colossal bill, known as 
the American Rescue Plan, allocates money for vaccines, schools, small businesses and anti-
poverty programs such as an expanded child tax credit that will mean new monthly 
payments to many parents.” (Barbara Sprunt, “Here's What's In The American Rescue Plan,” NPR, 3/11/21) 

 
• The American Rescue Plan passed through Congress on a partisan basis. “The American 

Rescue plan made it through Congress with only Democratic support, making it stand out 
from the bipartisan COVID relief plans Congress passed over the last year.” (Savannah Behrmann, 
“Takeaways from the COVID-19 stimulus bill passing Congress: Weeks of partisan fighting comes to an end with a win for Biden,” USA 
Today, 3/10/21) 

 
o The American Rescue Plan was a Democrat plan that no Republicans voted for. 

“This week has been a significant week for the American people, as the House 
passed the final version of the American Rescue Plan and President Joe Biden 
signed it into law. House Democrats secured major assistance to the middle class 
with this legislation, including: $1,400 in direct payments to most families, $300 
enhanced unemployment benefits through Labor Day, boosting SNAP benefits by 
15%, and increasing the child tax credit to up to $3,600 per child, which will lift 
half of American children out of poverty. In addition, the American Rescue Plan 
will establish a national vaccination strategy, ensure schools have the resources to 
resume in-person learning safely, strengthen the Affordable Care Act, and support 
small businesses. It is a shame that zero Republicans voted to send this critical relief 
to families, despite poll after poll reflecting broad, bipartisan support for this bill. 
Nevertheless, under President Biden’s leadership, Democrats have delivered For 
The People and now that the American Rescue Plan has been signed into law, 
direct assistance will be given to Americans immediately around our country.” (Steny 
Hoyer Majority Leader, “Democrats Deliver Needed Relief to Americans with the American Rescue Plan,” Press Release, 
3/12/21)  

 
The American Rescue Plan sent nearly $1 billion in stimulus payments to prisoners in 2021, 
including Boston Marathon Bomber Dzhokhar Tsarnaev, whose actions have been described as 
a terrorist attack: 
 

• The American Rescue Plan sent nearly $1 billion in stimulus payments to prison 
inmates in 2021. “The federal government doled out nearly a billion dollars in stimulus 
payments to prison inmates in 2021 under President Joe Biden’s American Rescue Plan, 

https://youtu.be/F5i6xdCXCpw
https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2021/03/09/974841565/heres-whats-in-the-american-rescue-plan-as-it-heads-toward-final-passage
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2021/03/10/covid-stimulus-passes-house-takeaways-president-joe-bidens-bill/6929739002/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2021/03/10/covid-stimulus-passes-house-takeaways-president-joe-bidens-bill/6929739002/
https://www.majorityleader.gov/content/democrats-deliver-needed-relief-americans-american-rescue-plan


according to IRS records obtained by the Washington Examiner. The third-round stimulus 
payments to prisoners totaled $924.3 million, which was much greater than previously 
reported. The checks went out despite efforts by Republican Sens. Tom Cotton of 
Arkansas and Bill Cassidy of Louisiana to bar stimulus funds from going to prisoners. 
Senate Democrats voted unanimously against the amendment in a 50-49 party-line vote in 
March 2021.” (Jerry Dunleavy and Andrew Kerr, “Nearly $1 billion in stimulus funds sent to prisoners in 2021, ‘terrorists and 
perverts’ got $1,400 checks,” Washington Examiner, 2/11/22) 

 
o The American Rescue Plan sent stimulus checks to approximately 645,000 

people who were incarcerated at the start of 2021. “The IRS reported that the 
money went to approximately 645,000 people who were incarcerated at the start of 
the year, according to FOIA records provided to the Washington Examiner by the 
NRSC.” (Jerry Dunleavy and Andrew Kerr, “Nearly $1 billion in stimulus funds sent to prisoners in 2021, ‘terrorists and 
perverts’ got $1,400 checks,” Washington Examiner, 2/11/22) 

 
• The Boston Marathon bomber, Dzhokhar Tsarnaev, received a $1,400 stimulus check. “A 

U.S. District Court judge agreed to let federal prosecutors use convicted Boston Marathon 
bomber Dzhokhar Tsarnaev’s $1,400 COVID-19 stimulus payment, as well as other money 
held in his inmate trust account, to help pay the millions of dollars he was ordered to pay 
his victims, The Wall Street Journal reported Thursday. In a filing Wednesday, the U.S. 
attorney’s office in Boston asked a judge to order the federal Bureau of Prisons to turn the 
money over to the Clerk of the Court ‘as payment towards his outstanding criminal 
monetary penalties, including unpaid special assessment and restitution.’ In addition to the 
stimulus payment, Tsarnaev, who’s being held at a maximum security prison in Florence, 
Colorado, has received money from dozens of sources during his incarceration, including 
the federal public defender’s office and regular payments from individuals living in 
Indiana, New Jersey and Maryland, according to the filing by acting U.S. Attorney for 
Massachusetts, Nathaniel Mendell.” (Associated Press, “Judge will allow Boston Marathon bomber’s $1,400 stimulus 
check, other funds to go to victims,” KTLA75, 1/6/22)  
 

o Tsarnaev’s actions have been described as a terrorist attack. “On April 15, 2013, 
Tamerlan and his younger brother, Dzhokhar Tsarnaev, attacked the Boston 
Marathon. It was one of the worst terrorist attacks on U.S. soil since 9/11.” 
(“Unanswered Questions About Tamerlan Tsarnaev,” WBUR, 7/10/17) 
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