
HIT: Gina Jones supported using taxpayer money to pay for gender reassignment surgery. 
 
BACKUP: 
 
Gina Jones supported using taxpayer money to pay for gender reassignment surgery: 
  

• Jones criticized Will Hurd for voting for legislation that would have barred the US 
military for paying for gender transition-related care including gender-reassignment 
surgery. “In the previous Congress, Hurd was a co-sponsor of the First Amendment 
Defense Act, federal ‘religious freedom’ legislation seen to enable anti-LGBT 
discrimination. Last year, Hurd also voted on the floor in favor of an amendment that 
would have barred the U.S. military from paying for transition-related care, 
including gender reassignment surgery, for transgender troops. Jones criticized Hurd for 
voting for the anti-trans amendment, citing as it as hypocrisy on the basis he claims to 
support national security ‘and then takes votes like that that undermine military readiness.’ 
‘As someone that’s served in the military and under ‘Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell,’ I know that if 
one person on that team is not 100 percent, that unit is not 100 percent and the mission is 
at risk, so this is now an issue of military readiness,’ Jones said.” (Chris Johnson, “Gina Ortiz Jones 
could be LGBT face of 2018 Dem victories,” Washington Blade, 6/20/18) 

 
An active duty service member may request a waiver to have gender dysphoria surgery covered 
by TRICARE if their medical provider deems it medically necessary: 
 

• TRICARE covers hormone therapy and psychological counseling for gender dysphoria. 
“TRICARE covers hormone therapy and psychological counseling for gender dysphoria. 
This condition is when a person is born one gender, but feels they are the opposite. For 
example, if you are born male, but feel you are female.” (TRICARE, Covered Services, Accessed 8/30/20) 

 
• An active duty service member may request a waiver to have gender dysphoria surgery 

covered by TRICARE if their medical provider deems it medically necessary. “TRICARE 
generally doesn’t cover surgery for gender dysphoria. However, active duty service members 
may request a waiver if their provider deems surgery medically necessary.”  (TRICARE, Covered 
Services, Accessed 8/30/20) 

TRICARE is taxpayer funded health care for the military: 
 

• TRICARE is the health care program for uniformed service members and is managed by 
the Defense Health Agency. “TRICARE is the health care program for uniformed service 
members, retirees, and their families around the world… TRICARE is managed by the 
Defense Health Agency under leadership of the Assistant Secretary of Defense (Health 
Affairs).” (“About Us,” TRICARE, Accessed 8/30/20) 
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