
Jared Golden has taken hundreds of dollars from the executive director of Seafood Watch, 
which recently issued a recommendation to avoid Maine lobster, claiming that the lobster 
industry is not doing enough to protect the North Atlantic right whale: 
  

• Jared Golden has backed environmental groups despite concerns of Maine lobstermen. 
“DOWNEAST MAINE – Lobstering is a critical issue for Mainers and the Maine economy 
as a whole. Jared Golden appears to have forsaken the industry that pumps $1.5 billion 
into the Maine economy and preserves thousands of Maine jobs since he has benefited 
from more than half a million dollars from the environmental groups that threaten 
Maine’s most iconic industry.” (Maine Examiner, “Golden Backs Environmental Groups Despite Concerns Of Maine 
Lobstermen,” Maine Examiner, 5/20/21) 
 

• Jared Golden has taken $666.67 from Julie Packard. (Federal Election Commission, Committee to Elect 
Jared Golden, Itemized Receipts, 6/29/20)  
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• Julie Packard is the executive director of the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch. 

(Monterey Bay Aquarium, “Mission & Leadership,” Accessed: 9/27/22) 
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• In September 2022, the California-based Seafood Watch issued a recommendation to 

avoid Maine lobster, claiming that the U.S. and Canadian lobster industries are not 
doing enough to protect the North Atlantic right whale. “California-based Seafood 
Watch this week issued a recommendation to avoid Maine lobster, drawing the ire of 
Maine politicians. The Monterey Bay Aquarium Seafood Watch gave a red rating to the 
U.S. and Canadian lobster industries, saying they aren’t doing enough to protect the North 
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Atlantic right whale.  The whale is endangered and U.S. federal regulators have imposed 
new fishing gear guidelines to try to help protect the species.” (Susan Cover, “Maine politicians blast 
Seafood Watch rating that tells consumers to avoid eating lobster,” Spectrum Local News, 9/7/22) 
 

• Despite portraying himself as a champion of Maine’s lobster industry, Jared Golden has 
won the support of environmentalist groups that advocate for policies that could cripple 
the livelihood of lobstermen. “Maine congressman Jared Golden has fashioned himself as 
a champion of his home state's beloved lobster industry, but the Democrat has won the 
support of environmentalist groups that advocate for policies that could cripple the 
livelihood of lobstermen and his votes in Congress strengthen the regulatory agency with 
the industry in its crosshairs.” (Patrick Hauf, “This Congressman Boasts Support for Maine’s Lobster Industry. He Voted 
To Strengthen the Agency Set To Crack Down on Lobstermen.,” The Washington Free Beacon, 9/6/22) 
 

• In Congress, Jared Golden has voted to strengthen the regulatory agency that has the 
lobster industry in its crosshairs. “Maine congressman Jared Golden has fashioned himself 
as a champion of his home state's beloved lobster industry, but the Democrat has won the 
support of environmentalist groups that advocate for policies that could cripple the 
livelihood of lobstermen and his votes in Congress strengthen the regulatory agency with 
the industry in its crosshairs.” (Patrick Hauf, “This Congressman Boasts Support for Maine’s Lobster Industry. He Voted 
To Strengthen the Agency Set To Crack Down on Lobstermen.,” The Washington Free Beacon, 9/6/22) 
 

• Jared Golden voted for the Inflation Reduction Act, which directed $6.27 billion to the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. “Golden, who represents a district 
that was comfortably carried by former president Donald Trump last cycle, has tried to take 
both sides on the lobster issue. When a federal court in July upheld regulations that limit 
where and how lobstermen can fish in New England, Golden called the ruling an ‘effort by 
special interests and unelected officials to ignore scientific data as they try to put 
lobstermen out of business.’ But the Maine lawmaker has also voted for legislation, such as 
the so-called Inflation Reduction Act, that directed a combined $6.27 billion to the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, beefing up the regulatory agency 
tasked with enforcing the regulations that could put lobstermen out of business.” (Patrick Hauf, 
“This Congressman Boasts Support for Maine’s Lobster Industry. He Voted To Strengthen the Agency Set To Crack Down on 
Lobstermen.,” The Washington Free Beacon, 9/6/22) 
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